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1. In the opinion of IIO Ying-chin, who has been an officer and military ~ 
‘leader in China for many years, the rugged South China coast would male 
it possible for Chinese Nationalist armics to land in force successfully 
at almost any point. For an attack on the mainland, however, the Nationa 
Lists would need material aid from the Vest, but with it could probably 
take China south of the Yangtse without undue difficulty. 


2, Szechuan would be the orimary object of Nationalist forecs working up from 
_ the South China coast. Once Chungicing has been secured, any threat from 
the west would be blocked by guerrilla control of the center of the Province.* 


3. In preparation for the invasion of the mainland the Nationalists must in- 
crease their exploitation of guerrilla forces and dissident masses. At 
present the Nationalists do not have large organized guerrilla forces on 
the mainland; there arc, however, available to the Nationalists large numbers 
of former Nationalist troops, stragglers, and disgruntled peasants. The 
Nationalists must also take advantage of the economic drain on the strength 
of the Commnists of their huge army and civil service, They must act, 
however, within two or three years at the most, before the Communists have 
time to suppress all opposition. . 


25X1A i eee It is well knowm that approaches to Szechuan from 
e north and east are well guarded by natural barriers. 
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